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SUBJECT: Financial responsibility for owner-operators 
 
Managers, Victoria   Passenger Transportation Board Commercial Transport Insp. 
Regional CVSE Managers  Passenger Transportation Branch (Inspection Stations) 
Area Vehicle Inspectors   Carrier Safety Inspectors  ICBC 
Deputy Director, CVSE   Government Agents   Supt of Motor Vehicles 
ADM, Highways Department  Law Enforcement Agencies  Trucking Industry 
 
 
PURPOSE OF CIRCULAR 
 
To advise that effective immediately, owner-operators of out-of-province commercial vehicles may 
provide, as proof of financial responsibility (FR), the FR filing number of the motor carrier they are 
leased on to.  Owner-operators must provide accompanying documentation to show that the vehicle 
is leased to the carrier.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Motor Vehicle Act requires out-of-province commercial vehicles to be insured to BC minimum 
insurance requirements.  Proof of financial responsibility must be carried by the operator and 
produced for law enforcement upon request. 

 
For out-of-province commercial vehicles over, 5,000 kg GVW, FR requirements can be met by 
obtaining an FR filing number from ICBC or by purchasing an ICBC Basic insurance policy sold in 
conjunction with a Non-Resident Commercial Vehicle Permit (NRCVP).  

 
To obtain an FR filing number, the carrier has their insurance company file a Financial 
Responsibility Certificate (MV23) with ICBC, which is a guarantee of third party liability insurance 
that meets BC FR requirements. 

 
An owner-operator is a person, firm or corporation leasing a commercial motor vehicle with driver to 
a motor carrier.  When operating under a lease agreement with a carrier, an owner-operator may 
provide the FR filing number of the carrier they are leased on to.  The MV23 Certificate covers all 
vehicles owned and operated and/or leased and operated in the name of the insured. 

 
Prior to this notice, FR filing numbers have only been accepted as proof of FR for vehicles owned by 
a carrier named on the FR Certificate.  Owner-operators have been required to purchase ICBC 
Basic coverage with the NRCVP.  U.S. state IRP managers have requested that ICBC revise its FR 
policy to accept a carrier’s FR filing number for owner-operators.  
 

  
 
 
 

COMPLIANCE CIRCULAR 
 

NO.  10/12 
 

August 7, 2012 
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 APPLICATION  
 

Effective immediately, owner-operators of out-of-province commercial vehicles may provide, as 
proof of FR, the FR filing number of the motor carrier they are leased on to.  The owner-operator 
must also provide documentation to verify that the vehicle is leased to the carrier.  The following 
documents may be accepted: 
 Cab Card identifying the vehicle owner and the carrier (most common) – Sample 1, attached 
 State-issued document that identifies the vehicle owner and the carrier; for example, the Oregon 

Weight Receipt and Tax Identifier – Sample 2, attached 
 Lease Agreement or Statement of Lease between the carrier and the vehicle owner – Sample 3, 

attached 
 

Specific questions about owner-operator verification of lease for FR purposes may be directed to 
ICBC Prorate Licensing & Financial Responsibility Department, Monday to Friday - 8:30am to 
4:30pm 

Greater Vancouver: 604-443-4624 or 604-443-4450. 

Outside Greater Vancouver: 1-800-661-1866 or 1-800-665-4336 (BC only). 

 
This change will be applied primarily at weigh scales and occasionally at the permitting centre or 
through roadside enforcement.  CVSE staff may override the permit system’s FR warning upon 
receiving proof of FR as described above, and comment: “FR by third party agreement”. 
 
For information about this notice, please contact Jeffrey Monty, Manager Commercial Transport at 
250-953-4017 or by email at Jeff.Monty@gov.bc.ca 
 

 
Perry Dennis 
A/Director, Commercial Vehicle Safety and Enforcement Branch 
Ministry of Transportation & Infrastructure 
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SAMPLE 1: CAB CARD  
The Cab Card must name the Carrier with FR filing number as well as the Registered Owner (the 
lessor).  

WHAT TO LOOK FOR: SAMPLE: 
Carrier with FR filing HARRIER HAULING INC 
Lessor name JOHN DOE 
Effective dates Date issued 12/01/11 Expires 03/31/13 

 

HARRIER HAULING INC 
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SAMPLE 2: LEASE AGREEMENT/STATEMENT OF LEASE  
The Lease Agreement or Statement of Lease must name the Carrier with the FR filing number and 
the Registered Owner of the vehicle (the lessor). 
 

WHAT TO LOOK FOR: SAMPLE: 
Carrier with FR filing HARRIER HAULING INC 
Lessor name JOHN DOE  

Lease is dated and signed Signed 03/20/2012 
 
 
 
 

SAMPLE
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SAMPLE 3: OREGON WEIGHT RECEIPT AND TAX IDENTIFIER 
The Oregon Weight Receipt and Tax Identifier names the Carrier with FR filing number and the 
Registered Owner of the vehicle (the lessor).  
 

WHAT TO LOOK FOR: SAMPLE: 
Carrier with FR filing HARRIER HAULING INC 
Lessor name JOHN DOE  
Lease is effective Effective:  07/19/2011  

Expiration: 12/31/2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEASED FROM DOE, JOHN 

HARRIER HAULING INC 
PO BOX 5555 
PORTLAND                        OR 
55555 

DOE, JOHN

SAMPLE


